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The Patina Interior Design showroom in Whistler shows some of the elements of bold colours and exotic patterns that are popular 
choices for spring 2012. Photos by Dorothy Raffo.

Interior design trends for spring 2012
EXOTIC COLOURS, INTERNATIONAL FLAIR FOR EVERY ROOM OF YOUR HOUSE
Dorothy Raffo
Special to The Question

Spring is nature’s time 
of renewal. Bright colours 
emerge from under cooler 
tones of winter, there’s a 
shedding of baggage, aptly 
known as spring cleaning, 
and we think of sprucing up 
both our wardrobe and our 
homes.

The word that encapsulates 
this season’s interior design 
theme is “liberation.” People 
are opting for exotic fabrics, 
bright colours, and luxurious 
textures.

Maureen Schomaker, 
owner of Patina Interior 
Design, takes us on a 
whirlwind tour of the latest 
international trends without 
even leaving her store in 
Whistler’s Function Junction.

Incorporating 
bold colours

Schomaker suggests 
working with a neutral 
palate as a starting point. 
By choosing a cream or 
grey baseline you can then 
“dress up” a room with more 
colourful accents and keep 
up with shifting trends. 

Not only is this more 
economical, but it’s more 
fun too as you can change 
elements more often. 

Dressing up a room in colour 
can be as simple as adding 
orange cushions to the sofa, 
yellow candlesticks to the 
mantelpiece, a green throw 
to the bed or turquoise votive 
holders to the bathroom. 
Note these colours, as they 
appear on the designer 
palate for this season.

Tangerine tango orange 
is the colour of the year, so 
definitely add a splash.

“It’s about layering a 
room, like you layer your 
clothes. It’s like having 
that little black dress and 
adding the right accessories 
that make it pop,” 
Schomaker said.

A touch of luxury
For the bedroom, 

Schomaker suggests adding 
a bright throw to the end 
of the bed. Not just any 
old throw, mind you, but a 
Jonathan Adler geometric 
print, alpaca number. 

In the living room, opt 
for print cushions inspired 
by patterns from Morocco, 
Turkey and Uzbekistan. Bring 
the same vibrancy into the 
kitchen with orange pots, 
blue jugs, and yellow vases. 

Spruce up the dining 
room décor with golden 
candlesticks and metallic 
placemats – gold is in. 
Add a touch of class to the 

bathroom by placing your 
favourite items on a colourful 
tray, and then highlight it 
with a warm-toned lamp.

“Décor is put together by 
the bits and pieces, that’s 
what makes it interesting. It 
takes a long time to do, but 
it’s what shows personality,” 
she said.

When old 
is new

Rich fabrics and ethnic 
prints are the “in” thing 
this spring – anything 
with bohemian-chic feel. 
Schomaker points to an 
ikat print cushion, then 
holds a swatch of leopard 

print fabric up against it, 
explaining that by adding a 
new fabric to old furniture 
you’re reinventing the piece. 

“It’s about mixing the 
right amount of vintage 
with a dash of modern 
twist,” she said. “Work with 
what you have. By painting 
old furniture in the latest 
colour or adding a new 
fabric it’s as good as new.” 

In the Patina showroom 
is an older-looking wooden 
chair with ornate armrests, 
covered in a striking blue 
Otomi Mexican fabric. Next 
to it is a modern glass coffee 
table, placed in front of a 
grey sofa with an antique 
Indian wedding blanket laid 

over the top. Now that’s what 
Schomaker is talking about.

Designing 
green

Recycling old furniture is 
what Schomaker loves to do. 
There’s apparently nothing 
that can’t be revamped 
with a fresh lick of paint or 
new fabric cover, so she’s an 
advocate of reusing what 
you already have. 

If painting, she uses 
Benjamin Moore’s fume-free 
Aura collection and prefers 
to use natural oil to seal 
wood floors, as it’s less toxic 
and easier to touch up. 

Wallpaper 
revival

Wallpaper has made a 
comeback this year and is 
definitely “on trend” – even 
if it’s just making a cameo 
appearance on one wall. 
Schomaker said to look for 
what matches a certain 
place and for Whistler that’s 
prints with trees, butterflies, 
bark patterns and grass 
motifs. 

“Look for things that 
belong and make a feature 
out of natural elements 
like wood and stone, which 
in Whistler we have an 
abundance of,” she said.
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